
The International Society for Science and Religion Presents 
 

An Essential Partnership: 

Ecological Science and Ecological Religion 
 

8:30-11:30 am on Saturday 

Marina F at the San Diego Marriott Marquis 
 

Free and Open to the Public ● No Registration Required 

8:30  John Grim, Yale University. Title: “Journey of the Universe: A Search for an 

Integrating Story.”  Abstract:   Journey of the Universe is a project including a film that 

presents a narrative of Universe, Earth and Human emergence, a lyrical book that deepens our 

understanding of this evolutionary process, and a series of interviews or “Conversations” with 

scientists, historians, and environmentalists.  This project integrates various sciences such as 

astronomy, geology and biology with the humanities such as history, philosophy, literature, and 

religion.  This perspective intends to awaken wonder and awe for the complexity of Earth 

processes that have evolved over deep time.  Such narratives enhance our ecological awareness, 

commitments, and transforming action for the flourishing of the Earth community. 

9:00  Anne Kull, University of Tartu, Estonia.  Title:  Climate Change or Nature Change?  

The Possible Futures of Natures/Cultures.  Abstract: Our idea of nature is changing along with 

climate change. Who is taking initiative and who or what is benefitting from nature-change? Will 

we be at home in these future natures/cultures?  

9:30  Ann Pederson, Augustana College.  Title:  Learning from the Locations in which We 

Live: A Local Reflection on the Environmental Crisis.  Abstract:  Recent environmental conflict 

in South Dakota will be used as a geographical example to explore how a geography of struggle and 

resistance can be a window or a kind of geographical icon that reveals the spiritual and religious 

dimensions of the environmental crisis. 

10:00  William Grassie, Metanexus Institute.  Title: Climates Change — Get Over It!  
Abstract: Protagonists in the climate change debate tend to misrepresent the challenges that 

humans face in 1) moving away from a fossil fuel economy and in 2) expecting that the 

Holocene will last forever. The perspective of Big History helps refocus the debate from eco-

apocalyptic moralizing to the pragmatic tasks of building a resilient global civilization in 

expectations of the inevitable — climates changing on our restless planet. 

10:30  Celia Deane-Drummond, University of Notre Dame.  Title: “Theology, Ecology and 

Environmental Ethics: Uses and Abuses of Science.”  Abstract: This paper explores the 

potential uses and abuses of science in ecotheology and its practical expression in religious 

environmentalism. I will engage in particular with Lisa Sideris’s recent critique of The New 

Genesis conglomerate that she aligns with Dawkins’ position. Her argument that such narratives 

actually impede environmental action is worth careful consideration, though Sideris’ position is 

itself oversimplified. 

11:00 to 11:30   Panel and General Discussion 


