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Opposite: ʻThe Method of Creative Mutual Interactionʼ, redrawn from Robert 
John Russell, Time in Eternity: Pannenberg, Physics and Eschatology in 
Creative Mutual Interaction, University of Notre Dame Press 2012, p. 73.
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Semiosis as Theosis (from Religions 2015, 6(3), 1017-1032)
Participation in God occurs when we interpret the incarnate Word as a sign 

of the Father. In doing so we are adopting, or, better, being adopted into, the 
place occupied by the Spirit within the divine life. That is because, as we have 
seen, within the divine life it  is the Spirit  who interprets the Word. When, as 
creatures, we interpret the Word, it is we who are adopted into that role of 
interpreter. Just as the divine Spirit  interprets the eternal Word as a perfect 
representation of the Father, so we finite creatures now likewise interpret the 
incarnate Word as the image of the invisible God.

We may say, then, that we participate in God’s life when we respond to the 
Word with appropriate feelings, thoughts, or actions. [...] And since 
interpretative responses potentially involve the whole of our being ― 
thoughts, feelings and actions ― participation in God engages our whole self, 
not just  our intellect, and includes practical involvement  with the world 
around us.

Participation in God’s life through the interpretation of signs is not limited 
to our adoption, as interpreters of the Word, into the place of the Spirit. 
Crucially, as I have already noted, in any interpretative response the 
interpreter is always changed in the process. It follows that within the eternal 
life of the Trinity, when the Spirit  interprets the Word the Spirit  must be 
‘changed’, and hence become a new sign available for further interpretation. 
But  within the perfection of the divine life the Spirit  cannot become a sign of 
anything less than the perfect goodness and love of the Father, otherwise the 
divine being would be continually degraded in living its own life. Therefore 
we may infer that  the Spirit, in interpreting the Word, must  continually 
generate new likenesses of the Word. That  is not to say that  a multiplicity of 
Words is generated within God’s life, but that the intra-Trinitarian dynamic 
may be understood as a continual magnification and glorification of the Word. 

A consequence of this way of picturing the life of the Trinity and our 
participation in it is that  it  offers a context  in which to understand the 
scriptural claim that  by responding to the Word we are progressively 
transformed into a closer likeness to the Word (e.g., 2 Corinthians 3: 18). For 
if the Spirit’s interpretation of the Word must, by virtue of the logic of the 
intra-divine dynamic of perfect representation and interpretation, result  in 
further expressions of the Word, so, if we properly interpret the Word as a sign 
of the Father, we must be incrementally changed into likenesses of the Word.

In short, the processes of creaturely responses to the Word ― in thoughts, 
feelings and actions ― are the basis of our adoption into the place of the 
Spirit and our transformation into a likeness of the Word. [...] Or, one might 
say, semiosis is theosis: the dynamic of representation and interpretation is 
participation in God.
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